	Date and Time
	Event
	



	Monday, Oct 27 2008
	
	

	7:00-8:30pm
	Registration and Opening Mixer
	

	
	
	

	Tuesday, Oct 28 2008
	
	

	7:30-8:00am
	Registration and Coffee
	

	8:00-8:15am
	Welcome to Athens
	

	8:15-9:45am
	Keynote Session 
	

	
	In Harmony with Earth's Water Cycle: Strategies to Get Us From Here to There

 – Sandra Postel 
	

	
	Global to North American Perspectives on Water Issues and Environmental Flows – Brian Richter
	

	9:45-10:15am
	Break
	

	10:15-11:45am
	Plenary Session I 
	

	
	What We Know About Environmental Flows: The Science – N. LeRoy Poff
	

	
	Forces impacting the Southeast: Demographic and Biophysical. What do people value? – James Kundell
	

	11:45am-1:15pm
	Luncheon
	

	
	Speaker – Lindsay Thomas
	

	1:30-3:10pm
	Contributed Sessions
	

	
	1-Environmental Flows and Stream Health
	

	
	2-Water Management and Planning
	

	
	3-Modelling and Data Needs
	

	
	4-Law, Policy, and Local Government
	

	3:10-3:30pm
	Break
	

	3:30-5:30pm
	Contributed Sessions
	

	
	5-Environmental Flows and Stream Health (cont.)
	

	
	6-Water Management and Planning (cont.)
	

	
	7-Modelling and Data Needs (cont.)
	

	
	8-Law, Policy, and Local Government (cont.)
	

	5:30-6:30pm
	Poster Session
	

	5:30-7:30pm
	Refreshments and Mixer
	

	
	
	

	Wednesday, Oct 29 2008
	
	

	7:30-8:00am
	Coffee
	

	8:00-9:30am
	Plenary Session II
	

	
	The Status of State Fish and Wildlife Agency Instream Flow Programs and Strategies for Improvement – Charles Coomer 
	

	
	Development of Florida’s Water Law in relation to stream flows – Richard Hamann
	

	9:30-9:50am
	Break
	

	9:50-11:30am
	Contributed Sessions
	

	
	9-Environmental Flows and Climate Change
	

	
	10-Water Management and Planning (cont.)
	

	
	11- Reservoir operation and Environmental Flows
	

	
	12-Freshwater Mussels and Environmental Flows
	

	11:30am
	Closing Panel and Wrap-up
	

	
	Environmental Flows: Perspectives and Stewardship in the Southeast
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Plenary Speakers
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Ms Sandra Postel directs the independent Global Water Policy Project, as well as the Center for the Environment at Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. From 1988 until 1994, she was vice president for research at the Worldwatch Institute, a non-profit research organization. In 2002, Postel was named one of the "Scientific American 50," by Scientific American magazine, an award recognizing contributions to science and technology.
A leading authority and prolific author on international water issues, Postel’s work is dedicated to the creation of a more environmentally secure world in which all people and living things may thrive. She has authored more than 100 articles for popular and scholarly publications, including Science, Natural History, Scientific American, Foreign Policy, BioScience, Ecological Applications, Technology Review, Environmental Science and Technology, International Wildlife, and Water International. She has written some 20 op-ed features that have appeared in more than 30 newspapers in the United States and abroad, including The New York Times and The Washington Post.

Postel has served as advisor to the Division on Earth and Life Studies of the U.S. National Research Council as well as to American Rivers. She has served on the Board of Directors of the International Water Resources Association, and on the editorial boards of Ecosystems, Water Policy, and Green Futures. She received a B.A. (summa cum laude) in geology and political science at Wittenberg University and an M.E.M. with emphasis on resource economics and policy at Duke University. She has also received two honorary Doctor of Science degrees. Postel has been awarded the Duke University School of Environment's Distinguished Alumni Award, and a Pew Scholar's Award in Conservation and the Environment.
http://www.globalwaterpolicy.org/
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Dr Brian Richter has been involved in river science and conservation for more than 20 years. As co-leader of The Nature Conservancy's Global Freshwater Team, he leads a staff of hydrologists, aquatic ecologists, policy specialists, educators and communicators that support conservation projects across the Americas, Asia and the Pacific region.

Working with public agencies, academic institutions and other private organizations, Brian's work is focused on the global challenges of meeting human needs for water while keeping river and lake ecosystems healthy.

He has developed numerous scientific tools and methods to support river restoration efforts, including the Indicators of Hydrologic Alteration software that is being used by water managers and ecologists worldwide. Brian has published many scientific papers on the importance of ecologically sustainable water management in international science journals and co-authored a book with Sandra Postel entitled Rivers for Life: Managing Water for People and Nature (Island Press, 2003).  

Brian has provided scientific or technical consultation on more than 90 river projects worldwide. His travels have taken him to the Yangtze River in China, the Paraguay River in Brazil, and the Sabie River in Africa, but the Moormans River in Virginia is home.
http://www.nature.org/initiatives/freshwater/contact/richter.html
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Dr LeRoy Poff, an Associate Professor of Biology at Colorado State University, has been working to advance an interdisciplinary understanding and management of freshwater ecosystems, especially streams and rivers. LeRoy’s research focuses primarily on how the diversity and function of plant and animal communities respond to natural and human-caused changes in environmental factors (e.g. streamflow patterns) over time. His work has been both basic and applied, and has been supported by the National Science Foundation, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Forest Service, and the U.S. Geological Survey. LeRoy’s research spans a broad range of scales, from interactions of aquatic insects that feed on algae (such as many mayflies and caddisflies) on stream stones in different water depths and velocities in a localized area, to regional and intercontinental scale analyses of how fish populations vary in rivers subject to natural fluctuations in streamflow, to global scale considerations of climate change effects on river biodiversity and function. 

LeRoy has been actively engaged in scientific outreach to the non-governmental organization community. He served as senior scientist for Trout Unlimited in 1996-1997, and he is currently on the Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee for American Rivers. LeRoy has also been involved with The Nature Conservancy, both through its Freshwater Initiative and as a scientific advisor and mentor for the David Smith post-doctoral fellowship program. 

http://rydberg.biology.colostate.edu/~poff/
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Dr Jim Kundell is Professor Emeritus at the University of Georgia where he served as the Director of the Carl Vinson Institute of Government’s Environmental Policy Program and Professor of Environmental Policy in the Eugene Odum School of Ecology. He is also former Policy Director of UGA’s River Basin Center.

Jim is the author of more than 150 books, articles, and policy reports on environmental policy topics. Recent projects include conducting water policy research for the comprehensive state water management plan; research on vegetative buffer requirements along trout streams; and research relating to regional water planning and management in the Southeastern United States. He has conducted studies relating to water allocation, regional water management, watershed management, source water protection, confined animal feeding operations, and impacts of urban sprawl. He has served on numerous legislative committees and was appointed by Governor Zell Miller to chair the Legislative Study Committee on Wetlands and to serve on the Georgia Coastal Zone Advisory Committee. Jim staffed Governor Roy Barnes’ Community Green Space Committee and provided technical support to the Georgia Municipal Association/Association County Commissioners of Georgia Water Policy Task Force and Water Management Campaign. He was co-director of the Georgia Land Use Trends (GLUT) project, funded by the Turner Foundation, and is former policy director of the University of Georgia’s River Basin Center. He is a member of the Environmental Advisory Board to the Chief of Engineers, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. He served on the Board of Directors of the Association of Ecosystem Research Centers and is a delegate from the University of Georgia to the Universities Council on Water Resources. He served twice as the staff chairman of the National Conference of State Legislatures’ Science, Energy and Environmental Resources Committee and was vice chairman of the Southern Legislative Conferences’ Recycling Committee (RENEWS).
http://www.cviog.uga.edu/about/fs/bio.php?id=kundellj
Mr Charles Coomer was employed by the Georgia Wildlife Resources in1976 and served in several positions; from March 2001 until his retirement in November, 2007 he served as the Chief of Fisheries.  From the 1980s he has been involved in instream flow issues such as flows released from dams being relicensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  In the 1990s he served as the southeastern representative on the National Instream Flow Program Assessment (NIFPA), a nationwide effort to share information and ideas on how to improve state and federal efforts to protect instream flows for fish and wildlife.  NIFPA held two meetings involving state instream flow coordinators, or equivalent, from all 50 states, and federal instream flow coordinators from all seven US Fish and Wildlife regions, with the last meeting occurring in 1996.  One outcome of these meetings was the realization that there was a need to continue networking and to standardize the science of instream flow.  This led to the founding of the Instream Flow Council (IFC) in 1998, a nonprofit organization whose mission is to improve the effectiveness of instream flow programs for conserving aquatic resources.  Charles was asked by the newly formed IFC to serve as an author for the development of a book to provide guidance in developing instream flow programs and study plans, something the IFC membership had requested.  In the meantime, Charles was also using what he had learned from the NIFPA project to work with other personnel in the Georgia Department of Natural Resources to develop an instream flow policy more protective of aquatic resources than the 7Q10 that had been in place for decades.  In the spring of 2001, Georgia’s Board of Natural Resources adopted a new instream flow policy designed to protect aquatic resources.  In 2002, the IFC published the book Charles helped develop which was titled Instream Flows for Riverine Resource Stewardship; a revised version of the book was published in 2004.  Charles is currently working on a project called the International Instream Flow Program Initiative which began in the fall of 2005 and should end in late 2008 or early 2009.  The main purposes of this project are to facilitate assessment of the effectiveness of instream flow activities in the U.S. and Canada and develop strategies to help agencies improve their effectiveness.  
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Mr Richard Hammond joined the University Of Florida College Of Law in 1976 as Research Assistant to then-Dean Frank E. Maloney. He joined Center for Governmental Responsibility in 1981, served 1986-88 as Acting Director, and was named Assistant Director 1988. 

Among his key projects are Principal Investigator, The Legal and Institutional Framework for Regional Coastal Waterway Management in Southwest Florida (1997-99); Legal Issues in Non-Regulatory Boating Management to Achieve Sustainable Waterway Use (1995-96); and as Project Director, Development of a Hurricane Mitigation Plan for Flagler County (1995-96); and Water Supply and Natural Systems Research (1995). 

Richard is associated with the Florida Bar (Environmental and Land Use section), American Bar Association (Natural Resources, Energy and Environmental Law section), American Water Resources Association, Florida Defenders of the Environment, Alachua Conservation Trust, and the Florida Sea Grant College (Science Advisory Board).
http://www.law.ufl.edu/faculty/hamann/
Luncheon Speaker
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Mr. Lindsay Thomas has been senior vice president, governmental relations, for AGL Resources since May 2002. In his role, Thomas manages the federal, state, and local governmental affairs for the company in six states where AGL Resources owns and operates natural gas utilities well as other energy and infrastructure holdings. 

Prior to joining AGL Resources, Thomas served for six years as president and chief executive officer of the Georgia Chamber of Commerce. During his tenure, Thomas led the chamber through its largest membership growth in history, increasing members from 1,800 to 3,100. In 2001, Thomas’ Georgia Chamber of Commerce efforts were rewarded when Georgia Trend magazine named Thomas the state’s most respected CEO. 

Prior to his work for the chamber, Thomas represented the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games as the director of state governmental affairs. Thomas’ professional career also includes service as U.S. Congressman from Georgia’s first district from 1982 to 1993. 

In 1998, President Bill Clinton named Thomas as the Federal Commissioner of the Georgia, Florida, and Alabama Tri-State Water Compacts where he served in this role from June 1998 until October 2002. Thomas was recently elected chair of the Georgia Corporation for Economic Development, a public private sector marketing initiative. 

Thomas is an alumnus of both Leadership Savannah and Leadership Georgia. He was awarded the J.W. Fanning Leadership Award and the Zell Miller Public Policy Leadership Award by the Georgia Economic Developers Association. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia. 
http://www.aglresources.com/about/bios_Thomas.aspx
	
	
	



